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Website.Nunavut is a place of astounding beauty, but it’s what happens when too many different
species start living together that creates some of the world’s most awe-inspiring wildlife scenes. In
the world’s most northerly, and arguably most remote, community, the northern caribou herds can

be seen in their thousands, pulling up their dusty icefields to breed in the summer. Over the last few
months, the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board has received almost 500 applications from over

1,000 applicants for limited permits to cull caribou to control ticks and prevent the spread of chronic
wasting disease. The board is expected to review all 1,000-plus applications next month, and at the
end of the year, decide which of them will be offered licences to cull in the 2017 summer. The board
is hoping to kill more than 3,000 caribou. They are being offered 30 licences for a season of culling.
The board says previous culls have shaved off more than half the population of the animals since

1998. It estimates the population is now down to about 50,000 caribou, compared to an estimated
80,000 in the mid-1990s. "We don't want to have a cull this year," chairperson Gordon Beaven said.
"What we're hoping is that we'll get a slight increase in population, one that will be positive, and a

population that's sustainable." Beaven says the next caribou season will start this spring, if the
wildlife board grants the required permits. "I believe we are in a good situation right now, and we

don
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